April 8, 2026 GTWSA Meeting
Girard Township Municipal Building
6:30 pm
Following the Pledge of Allegiance the meeting was called to order by Chairman Ray Penkalski
Present:
Chairman: Ray Penkalski, Vice Chairman: Bruce Vollbrecht, Treasurer: Jodi Fairchild, Secretary: Karen Mead; Member: David Sterrett; Solicitor: Pat Kennedy, Township Supervisor; Pete Dion, Engineer: Ashley Porter
Birchdale resident: Michael Platz 
Public Comment on Agenda items:  none
Approval of the consent of agenda including:
Approval of January minutes (to include organizational and January minutes):	1/7/2026
Motion: B Vollbrecht	2nd	J Fairchild		Vote unanimous
Old Business
Intermunicipal Agreement update / Fairview Township Sewer Authority (FTSA) draft 3/19/2026
Discussion regarding changes to be drafted by Solicitor P Kennedy prior to re-submitting the Agreement to Fairview Township Sewer Authority this month
P Kennedy will mark up the draft with changes and send to FTWA for acceptance
		Mark Shaw at Millcreek		 –	 Pat has not spoken to him yet
		Jason Check Erie City solicitor	 – 	Pat has not spoken to him yet
	A Porter is working on capacity approval for GT through Erie City and paperwork
New Business
NONE
Correspondence
Knox 2026 Bidding threshold document for future reference (closer to construction)
Draft 3/19/2026 Fairview Township Water Authority
Engineer Report: 
Porter Engineering is continueing to investigate the location of septic and undersized lines/pipes and will report back to  GTWSA.


Birchdale:
A Porter reported the investigation continues after the Homeowner Association was sent letters informing residence of impending site visits to locate septic tanks and verify piping/lines. Bruce V will be part of the Porter Engineering investigative team. DEP has been updated.
A Porter reported  DEP Donna Uline Smith stated: The present system was not originally constructed in compliance with drawings (8” lines and slope) – In reality many of the lines are 6”.

A Porter reported:  GAPS in the present plan
1. The present systems appear to have no record with the HOA or regulators representing  what was installed.
2. DEP defaults to the health department who also have no records. 
3. It may make sense to abandon the septic tanks and convey full sewage instead of liquid only due to undersized lines
D Sterrett stated Lindy Platz and Tiffanny Kramer need to be aware that B Vollbrecht and Dan Thum will be on site investigating if anyone calls the Girard Township
A Porter reported the challenges of the present system:
1. Original drawings indicate there are manholes at the mainline junctions. A Porter reported there are no manholes at the main line junctions. 

2. There was a separations of systems (2 pump stations: plaza/behind plaza) during an undocumented repair

B Vollbrecht suggested doing a dye test which will indicate if the systems are working properly.
Solicitor Report
P Kennedy will create a draft to be viewed by the GTWSA prior to sending it to the FTWA 
Public comment
Michael Platz reported #2 HOA gets pumped every 3 years and there are records showing this.
A Porter stated HOA #1 appears to get pumped regularly however, there are no records showing this.
Condos indicated they send out notices to pump – however there are no records showing this.
A Porter reported exposed septic tanks are easiest to pump. More information and pump reports need to be gathered
Adjourned: 7:18 pm     Motion:	 B Vollbrecht	2nd	J Fairchild		Vote: unanimous
Next meeting date:  Wednesday, May 13, 2026
Respectfully submitted by Karen Mead, secretary	
